HOW STRONG  IS  BRITAIN ?
extent which would be necessary to set the process of
industrialization in the Dominions in full swing. A
very considerable increase in the population would
be necessary for that. Only if such a very considerable
increase takes place could consumption-goods industries
be conducted profitably. As long as such industries
have to work for a small community, and a community
which is spread out over great spaces and concentrated
in any numbers only here and there, they must neces-
sarily work with high costs of production with the
result that it remains cheaper in the long run to import
whatever consumption goods are necessary from abroad.
And if that is impossible there is no other alternative
but to depress living standards.
Sooner or later therefore the British Empire will
have to decide whether it will permit and encourage
foreign emigrants to settle within its territory in order
to increase its population rapidly and safely. Only
one or two races come into question if any value is to
be attached to the approximate preservation of the
existing racial quality of the white population of the
Empire. Throughout the whole British Empire to-day
there are less than seven million whites who are not of
British origin. French-Canadians in the province of
Quebec are the biggest group, whilst the Dutch in
South Africa, who are, of course, racially related to
the British, come second. Only North European races
come into question for such outside immigration,
Scandinavians, Dutch and, in particular, Germans.
It may one day prove of political importance that the
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